Recognising that cities provide the context for, and are often the direct beneficiary of, much civil engineering design and construction, it is essential that the future aspirations of city stakeholders are understood, and accommodated where possible. Without this, engineering is likely to prove inefficient at best and potentially ineffective. Developing visions for future cities is essential for all urban design, engineering, and planning projects. However, there is a tendency for future visions to be produced in the later stages of research and design processes.
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The Atlas of Imaginary Future Cities was designed as a communicative artefact to:
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• Explore differences and similarities across issues discussed by different groups.
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• Move through layers of granularity of the information: from a general overview, to a very 207 detailed one, in which it is possible to read the exact words of the participants. 
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The underlying principle of conversations is that they form a narrative, and this reflects the 256 recommendation of the Future Urban Living Policy Commission (see Table 1 
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Another important phase in the design process of these type of visions is finding ways to 319 visually articulate the outcomes of the conversations, to make them readable and usable in the 320 research or design projects they are intended for. In practice, this means devising both methods 321 for translating conversations into structured data, and graphic means to visualise such data.
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Translating conversations into structured data to be visualised, like any act of translation, is not The past and the present must be incorporated to achieve more sustainable regeneration.
Early involvement in the development process is central to advancing the sustainability agenda. 
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Citizens should be empowered to combine with those who govern and other city stakeholders to create a City Narrative that describes their city's history, its present context and its visions for the (far) future, via a transparently democratic process that delivers consensus across all sections of the community.
Citizens should be empowered to be instrumental in delivering this City Narrative, and be entrusted to do so.
There is a need for a system that creates inspirational local leadership, and this would best be achieved via either mayors or leadership groups elected on the basis of an ability to deliver the City Narrative.
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Local government leaders in turn need to be empowered by the triple devices of a balanced degree of devolution of power from national government, an ability to raise finances locally and structures that enable effective cooperation with organisations beyond the city's boundaries (regional, national and global).
Cities need financial and business models that allow them to experiment, enable them to invest for the long-term, and facilitate the capture of economic, social and environmental returns on investment.
There should be a radical upgrade in the role of planners to promote creative, long-term, thinking on urban sustainability and resilience, and to enable more organic growth within that strategic framework.
In this role planners should act as integrators of urban practitioners and other urban stakeholders. 
